
 

 

neschoollibrarians.org 

Nebraska School Librarians Association 

1

How do you know if you 
are meeting the needs of 
your students? What 
resources or events will 
provide an opportunity for 
collaboration and 
learning? To support the 
NSLA members, the 
organization provides 
professional development 
throughout the year.  
Many already attended 
the fall conference held in 
South Sioux City, NE 
where there were 
opportunities for 
professional development 
and networking. This was 
a successful event with 
over 50 of our 
membership attending. 

The next opportunity for 
learning will be in March 
21 for School Librarian’s 
Day. In coordination with 
Nebraska Library 
Systems, the University 
of NE Kearney and the 
University of NE Omaha, 
NSLA leadership and 
professional development 
committee are planning 
an information-loaded 
experience for School 
Librarians. The event will 
be held in three locations: 
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Omaha, Kearney and 
North Platte, with similar 
content. I will be 
supporting the team at 
the North Platte site and 
hope to see many of you 
there. 

Next up will be the NETA 
Conference held at 
Century Link Event 
Center in Omaha on April 
24-25. Historically, NETA 
has been the number one 
technology event for 
Nebraska. NSLA has 
entered into a partnership 
with NETA to offer a 
strand for School 
Librarians on Friday of 
NETA. With this 
partnership, we are now 
able to sponsor a 
featured speaker. This 
year, Shannon 
McClintock Miller from 
Mackin, will be presenting 
three sessions on ideas 
for engaging students 
and collaborating with 
classroom teachers.  
Those sessions are titled, 
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“10 Digital Tools (and a 
few extra) and Projects 
for Your Library & 
Classroom,” “The AASL 
Best Websites.....25 That 
Rock Each Year!,”  and 
“Bringing A New ‘Voice’ 
To Libraries & Schools 
Through Makerspaces.” 
Look for these sessions 
in the program listing. 
Registration is open for 
NETA, I hope you 
consider registering and 
attending this outstand 
event. 

Finally, it is time to 
determine who will lead 
this organization for the 
next two years. Please 
review and consider each 
of the candidates. As you 
read the biographies, I 
would also like for you to 
think about your bio and 
how it might look in next 
year’s elections.  

 
Beth Kabes,  
NSLA President 
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NSLA Board Meeting  
April 25, 2015 
9:00 am 
 
 
  
 

JOIN OR  
RE NEW  
ONLINE!   
 
PAY 
THR OU GH 
PAYPA L OR 
BY C HEC K AT  

Submit Your Proposals 
Don’t delay! It’s time to submit your conference proposals for the NLA/NSLA 
conference to be held October 14-16 in Lincoln, Nebraska. You can access the 
proposal form by going to: https://nebraskalibraries.site-ym.com/?2015Program 
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President-Elect: 
Paula McClung 
 
Paula McClung is 
currently the school 
librarian at Lincoln High 
with Lincoln Public 
Schools. Her first word as 

Meet the Candidates 
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a child was “book” and the 
rest, they say, is history. 
In her 22nd year as an 
educator, she has always 
been a non-traditional 
school librarian with 
experience at the 
elementary and middle 
school levels prior to 
moving to high school. In 
2011, Lincoln High was 
chosen as one of the top 
35 school library programs 
in the nation as part of the 
AASL Vision Tour with 
Nancy Everhart and in 
2008 they were named 
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the Time Warner Cable 
Library Media Center of 
the Year. Paula currently 
holds a Master’s degree in 
Curriculum and Instruction 
with an emphasis in 
school reform and will 
complete her Educational 
Administration certificate 
from UNL this summer. 
For the past two years, 
she has been a NSLA 
Board Member. With an 
aunt and a cousin who 
were school librarians, 
Paula has worked in 
libraries since she was in 
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“Having a job and a 
degree in something you 
are passionate about, 
enjoy, and have the 
potential to be good at; is 
incredibly fulfilling. I have 
the coolest job and LOVE 
going to work every day. I 
think it shows,” said 
Mandy Peterson the 
Library Media Specialist 
at Schuyler Central High 
School and a soon-to-be 
graduate of the University 
of Nebraska-Omaha 
school library program. 
 
Peterson became 
interested in the school 
library endorsement while 
still a classroom teacher. 
“I would regularly come 
into the library during 
lunch or specials to re-
shelve things. It was a 
way for me to clear my 
head.” 
 
One day Peterson and 
the current librarian 
started discussing the 
transition from classroom 
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teacher to librarian, 
and Peterson was put 
in contact with Dr. 
Pasco. “After 
discussing the program 
with Dr. Pasco, I was 
sold!” said 
Peterson. “I've always 
enjoyed libraries and 
reading but being a 
librarian has so much 
more to it! Teaching, 
technology, curating 
collections - you are a 
jack of all trades and 
that really appealed to 
me.” 
 
Peterson says the 
UNO program has 
been challenging in all 
the right ways. She 
enjoys the professors, 
who are “very 
accessible and 
welcome to any 
questions”, and the 
entire program is 
molded to giving the 
students the best 
chances for success. 
Peterson likes the 
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feedback she has 
received throughout 
the program that 
helped her to keep 
thinking, and always 
consider all sides of an 
issue. A key to the 
program for Peterson 
was the accessibility of 
transferring what she 
has learned in the 
classes directly to her 
library. 
 
“Throughout the 
program, I have been 
held to high standards 
and that has made me 
proud!” said 
Peterson. “The rigor of 
the program at UNO 
gave me confidence in 
what I am doing and 
my decisions as well 
as confidence that I 
absolutely can do this 
and excel!” 
 
One of the bonuses 
Peterson has earned 
during her program is 
the tremendous 
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network of 
professionals she has 
met. She looks forward 
to having them to be 
able to collaborate with 
and lean on.  
 
Peterson plans to 
continue teaching at 
Schuyler Central after 
she completes her 
program. Her 
superintendent and 
administration have 
been very supportive of 
her program and are 
excited to watch her 
bring the library into 
the “new age of 
librarianship.” Peterson 
would one day like to 
continue her education 
into a Doctorate 
program, and teaching 
at a collegiate level. 
 
Finally, Peterson 
offered some great 
advice to all readers, 
“Pssstt . . . wanna 
change the world? Be 
a librarian.” 
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elementary school. 
Her personal mantra 
is to open the doors 
and let the students 
come in, for it is their 
space, not hers. She 
pursues a wide variety 
of tech interests for 
fear that students 
might think the 
dinosaur section of the 
library is behind the 
circulation desk.  
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Treasurer: 
Angie Richeson 
 
Angie Richeson is an 
Adjunct Professor in 
School Library Sciences at 
the University of Nebraska 
– Kearney and also the 
Technology Outreach 
Officer for the Community 
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of Gothenburg, Nebraska.  
Prior to that, she was the 
K-6 School Librarian / 
Tech Integration Specialist 
at Gothenburg Public 
Schools and has also 
taught Special Education, 
Title I and 1st grade.  
Angie received her 
bachelor’s degree from 
UNL with endorsements in 
Elementary Education and 
Special Education, a 
Master’s degree from 
UNK in Curriculum and 
Instruction, and a second 
Master’s degree from 
UNK in Instructional 
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Technology with a School 
Librarian endorsement.  
Angie is very passionate 
about taking library 
resources and technology 
into the classroom.  She 
works hard to promote 
flexible scheduling for the 
school librarian and 
expands the ideas of full-
inclusion and co-teaching 
to include the integration 
of the School Librarian 
into the regular education 
curriculum.  Angie thrives 
on finding new ways to 
“beef up” the already 
existing curriculum, to 

4

include critical thinking 
and the development 
of 21st Century skills.  
Angie is a member of 
NSLA, serving as 
current Treasurer and 
is also on the NSLA 
Mentoring Task Force 
Committee.  She is a 
graduate of the 
Nebraska Library 
Leadership Institute, a 
member of NETA, 
serves as President of 
the Gothenburg Public 
Library Board and 
volunteers in her 
community. 
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Board Member-at-Large: 
Jennifer Cejda 
 
I am the school librarian 
for Irving Middle School in 
Lincoln, NE serving 
students from grades 6-8.  
This is my fourth year in 
that position.  Prior to that 
I served as school 
librarian as well as a 
kindergarten and 1st 
grade classroom teacher 
in elementary schools in 
Lincoln Public Schools.  I 
also served as a 
supervisor for a Head 
Start center in New 
Florence, PA and later 
taught kindergarten for 7 
years in Lubbock, TX 
before my husband and I 
and our 2 boys moved to 
NE in 2005.  I have my 
Bachelor’s degree in 
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Psychology from 
Benedictine College, 
Atchison, KS and earned 
a post-baccalaureate 
Early Childhood-
Elementary teaching 
certificate from St. Vincent 
College, Latrobe, PA.  I 
received my Master’s 
degree in Elementary 
Education with a 
concentration in School 
Library Media from UNO 
in 2009.  I had been 
interested in being a 
school librarian for a long 
time, as I love sharing 
books and doing research 
with young students.  I 
was thrilled when, after 
my husband had taken a 
faculty position at UNL, I 
found out about UNO’s 
Library Media program. 
 
One of the things I have 
always felt most strongly 
about as both an early 
childhood educator and 
classroom teacher is the 
importance of reading to 
children. Unfortunately, 
with the demands of a 
packed curriculum, I often 
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see this taking a backseat 
to other things, especially 
as students reach higher 
grades.  I have worked 
hard at several of my 
placements to write grants 
in order to provide 
students with devices like 
the iPod shuffles and 
Leapfrog reading books 
that students can check 
out and have the 
opportunity to have a book 
read to them.  Knowing 
that funding doesn’t 
always meet need in our 
library communities, I feel 
grant writing and 
knowledge of other 
external funding 
opportunities is important.   
 
Despite the differences in 
ages and atmospheres of 
the places I have been, 
one thing remains 
constant: relationships are 
so important. My favorite 
thing about being in a 
school library is being able 
to build relationships with 
students at ALL grade 
levels.  Recently I have 
had several 6th graders 
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come to my current 
school that I had in my 
kindergarten 
classroom.  It is 
wonderful to see how 
they have grown and 
changed. Building 
quality relationships 
with staff is equally 
important.  There is 
always a connection 
to be made, or a tip to 
be offered, or a new 
technology to be 
shared.  Having good 
rapport with students 
and staff makes 
libraries fun and 
vibrant places that 
people will seek out 
for ANY need they 
might have.  I believe I 
can bring this 
excitement to the 
NSLA board.     
 
Thank you for your 
consideration, 
Jennifer Cejda 
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Board Member-at-Large: 
Jo O’Garro 
 
I am a K-6 school librarian 
at Omaha Public Schools.  
This is my eleventh year in 
the position.  I received 
my Bachelor’s degree and 
a Master’s degree in 
Reading from the 
University of Nebraska-
Omaha.  I hold K-12 
endorsements in Library, 
Reading, and 
Administration.  I’m 
currently working toward a 
Doctorate in Educational 
Leadership with an 
emphasis in school 
librarianship as part of the 
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NxtWave program. 

My primary goal as an 
elementary school 
librarian has been to 
encourage a love of 
reading and exploration in 
all my students.  I also 
make it a point to 
collaborate with new 
teachers and volunteered 
to serve as a mentor for 
new librarians.   

As part of the NxtWave 
program I’ve had the 
opportunity to attend 
several national 
conferences including 
AASL, AASL Fall Forum, 
ALA, and ALA Midwinter.  
I have also had the 
opportunity to present at 
NSLA and district 
curriculum days.  I truly 
believe we have the best 
position in the school and 
need to advocate for our 
profession at all levels. 
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Board Member-at-Large: 
Mary Roesler 
 
Mary Roesler is the 
Kenwood Elementary 
School Librarian at 
Kearney Public Schools. 
This is her third year in 
this position. Prior to 
becoming a school 
librarian, she spent five 
years teaching high 
school English and 
speech at Gibbon Public 
Schools. She earned her 
Master of Science in 
Education (Instructional 
Technology – School 
Librarian) in December 
2013. 
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Mary has had the 
pleasure of working in 
a public library, 
university library, high 
school library, and 
now an elementary 
school library. Her first 
experience with 
libraries occurred on 
the Buffalo County 
Bookmobile, and it 
immediately sparked 
her love and interest 
in books and libraries 
of all kinds, even 
those on wheels.  

She has discovered 
that being a 
secondary school 
teacher is quite a leap 
from being a teacher-
librarian at the primary 
level, but each role 
has its distinct 
advantages. She 
loves seeing and 
hearing the 
excitement about 
reading books from 
the elementary 
students. They share 
with her stories and 
books they have 
written. Some even 
share that they want 
to be a librarian one 
day. The hugs they 
give and the joy in 
their eyes when they 
have found the “just 
right book” are 
moments she will 
always treasure. She 
feels fortunate to have 
experienced teaching 
at different grade 
levels and working in 
different libraries 
throughout her career. 

In her three years as 
an elementary school 
librarian, Mary has 
focused on turning the 
library into a warm, 
welcoming, and  
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Board Member-at-Large: 
Kimmie Vogt 
 
My name is Kimmie Vogt 
and I am the Library 
Media Specialist at 
Hastings Middle School 
(HMS). I have been in this 
position for three years. 
Previous to the library, I 
was an eighth grade Earth 
Science teacher for nine 
years. Reading and 
libraries have always been 
a passion of mine. 
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As a child, I spent many 
hours in Gere Library in 
Lincoln, Nebraska. As I 
got older the library in my 
junior and senior high 
schools were some of my 
favorite places to play 
chess and read. In 
college, Love Library 
(UNL) and Levitt Library 
(York College) were my 
technology hubs.  While in 
college I was hired at 
Kilgore Library (York, 
Nebraska) to work in the 
children's section learning 
some of the in and outs of 
how a public library works, 
which peaked my curiosity 
about becoming a 
librarian. 
 
Without libraries I would 
not be the person that I 
am today. I am passing 
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this love onto the students 
that I serve daily. 
Discussing books, holding 
a secret book club, 
opening up my school 
library during the summer 
so students can check out 
books, library clubhouse 
(an after school gaming 
program), and working 
with reluctant readers to 
see successes.  Also, I 
have the greatest 
opportunity to pass this 
love onto my daughter 
who has had about 120 
books read to her so far in 
her short 4-month 
life.  Can't wait to see 
where reading takes her! 
  
My passion and love for 
students, reading and 
libraries makes me the 
perfect candidate for the 
NSLA board. 
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friendly environment. The 
children are always the 
first to notice and 
compliment any new 
additions or changes. 
Teaching technology 
skills, Internet safety skills, 
research skills, and 
fostering a love of books 
and reading has been her 
priority over the last three 
years. She wishes she 
had more time with all the 
grade levels to teach and 
share more 21st century 
skills, but she grabs any 
chance to talk about 
books with the students. 
She is a bibliophile and 

Mary Roesler cont. 
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life-long learner. She 
hopes that is what the 
children see and will 
motivate and encourage 
them to love reading and 
learning as much as she 
does. Mary has attended 
two NLA/NSLA 
Conferences. She has 
served on the NSLA 
Awards and Scholarships 
committee for the past two 
years as well. Her hope is 
to network more with 
colleagues across the 
state and become more 
actively involved with 
library organizations. 
 

Election Information 

Per the NSLA Constitution, there will 
not be a vote for President-Elect and 
Treasurer as those positions are 
uncontested. 

There are 2 Board Member-at-Large 
positions open. 

Elections will be held April 1 - May 1. 
Voting will take place online.  

Members will receive a link via e-mail 
to vote. 

If you would like a paper ballot 
instead, please contact Kim 
Gangwish at contactnsla@gmail.com 

Nominations for spring awards are upon us.  The three awards with April 1st deadlines are as follows: 
• NSLA Distinguished Service Award – Based on longevity, service to the profession, and contributions to the 

profession.  Nominees may be library media personnel, media administrators, school administrators, 
commercial media professionals, etc.  The recipients receive a plaque and a lifetime membership to NSLA.   

• NSLA Sound Off For School Libraries Award-Given to an individual who has demonstrated creativity and 
innovation in the profession.  Must be current NSLA members and will receive a plaque at conference.   

• MSLA Meritorious Service Award-NSLA Board grants this award based upon service and contributions to the 
school library media profession.  Recommendations may come from the Board or from the NSLA 
membership. 

•  
There are four scholarship applications this spring with the same March 15th deadline.   

• NSLA Continuing Education Scholarship:  There are two available each academic year and none were 
awarded in September, so we have two openings this spring. 

• NSLA Workshop/Conference Scholarship:  Two scholarships of $150 are available this spring to help a school 
librarian or paraprofessional to attend professional development training.   

• NSLA Presenter Scholarship:  Two are available this spring to assist NSLA members to present at a national 
conference in the field of school libraries. 

• Karla Wendelin Continuing Education Scholarship for School Librarianship:  Intended for those wishing to 
enhance ability to provide services to youth in school libraries.   
 

For more details about any of these Awards or Scholarship Applications, please go to the NCLA Website found at 
http://www.neschoollibrarians.org/awards-and-scholarships.html.  All applications should be mailed to Michaela Braun 
at michaelabraun@oneillschools.org. 

Awards and Scholarships 
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AASL Midwinter 2015 Conference Report 

I attended the AASL Affiliate Assembly Coordinating Team (AACT) meeting held on Saturday January 31. from 12:00 
until 1:00. 

At this meeting we approved the minutes from the AACT meeting in Las Vegas, approved the agenda from the AACT 
meeting in Chicago, and approved the Agenda for the Affiliate assembly meeting one, in Chicago.  We also approved 
of the minutes from the Affiliate Assembly One and Two in Las Vegas. We heard the report given by AASL executive 
Director, Sylvia Norton, on Concerns and Commendations that were submitted at the ALA annual Conference in Las 
Vegas.  Items of Discussion were:  AASL 101 @ the annual conference in San Francisco; The 2015 AASL national 
conference in Columbus, OH; The review of Concerns and Commendations timeline (Concerns and Commendations 
are due to Regional Representatives on May 15th.); Concerns and Commendations are then due to Carrie Turner 
AASL Affiliate Assembly Chair,  on May 30th, 2015. 

I then attended the Affiliate Assembly Meeting I, which started at 1:00 on Saturday January 31, our meeting was a 
Discussion Group meeting.  We broke into various groups and began a community conversation on our views of the 
AASL affiliate assembly.  Three of the questions that were discussed were: What are your aspirations for the Affiliate 
Assembly, what would be possible obstacles to reaching those aspirations, and what would be solutions that would 
allow us to be able to reach these goals.  Each group took notes of what they discussed and turned in the information 
to Ken Stewart.  Ken was going to put the notes and information together then forward the information to members of 
the affiliate assembly. 

On Sunday morning I attended the Affiliate Assembly Meeting II,  although the meeting officially started at 9:00, I went 
at 8:00 to meet the candidates running for AASL offices.  A special thanks to Marlene Woo-Lun and Kathryn Suarez 
from Libraries Unlimited for sponsoring the breakfast. 

We heard reports from the following committees: Freedom to Read Foundation, AASL president report by Terri Grief; 
AASL Executive Director Report by Sylvia K. Norton and the past President report by Gail Dickinson.  Leslie Preddy 
gave the AASL president Elect Report. 

Carrie Turner, Affiliate Assembly Chair reviewed the concern and commendation process and reminded members that 
they are due to regional representatives on May 15th. 

The National Conference Committee gave a brief overview of the upcoming AASL National Conference in Columbus 
Ohio, November 5-8, 2015, with the Conference theme Experience, Education, Evolution. 

We then heard from the Advocacy Committee, Hilda Weisburg about how school libraries need to let the public know 
what they contribute to their children’s education. The School Library Month Committee is working items to promote 
School Libraries. 

Lori Donovan AASL Affiliate Assembly Chair-Elect gave an overview of the election process and nominations for 
Affiliate Officers.  Regional Groups met and announced their representatives. 

Ken Stewart gave an update about the Affiliate Assembly Discussion Groups notes, he is in the process of collating all 
the information, and then it will be posted on the ALA Connect site for members. 

Meeting Dates and Times were announced for the Affiliate Assembly Coordinating Team, and Affiliate Assembly 
meeting I and II.  These meetings will take place on Friday and Sunday at the Annual ALA Conference held on June 
26th and June 28th in San Francisco, CA. 

Meeting was adjourned. 

After the AASL Affiliate Assembly II meeting was adjourned, only one ALA presidential candidate, meet with our group. 

Betty Meyer AASL Liaison from Nebraska and AASL District IX Representative. 
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Kim Gangwish 
NSLA Executive Secretary 
Bellevue West HS 
1501 Thurston Ave.  
Bellevue, NE  68123 

Phone   
402 293 4084 
 
E-mail  
contactnsla@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

www.neschoollibrarians.org 

Twitter 

@NSLAorg 

2014-2015 Board 

President: Beth Kabes, 
bkabes@esu7.org 

President-elect: Laura Pietsch, 
laura.pietsch@ops.org 

Past-president: Dr. Sherry 
Crow, crowsr@unk.edu 

Secretary: Stephanie Dannehl, 
stephaniedannehl@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Angie Richeson, 
angiericheson@gmail.com 

Members-at-large:  

Alysa Haack, 
alysa@haackfamily.net 

Paula McClung, 
pmcclung@lps.org 

Kim Jones, kjones@epsne.org 

Audrey Loosvelt, 
aloosvel@esu8.org 

 

 

 

AASL Region 9 Representatives: 
David Sanger – Colorado, Ken Stewart – Kansas, Juanita Jameson – AASL 
Affiliate Secretary, Marla Wigton – Kansas, Betty Meyer (Region 9 affiliate 
representative), Carrie Turner – Nebraska (Affiliate Chair), Nancy McFarlan – 
Kansas, (holding Region 9 sign) Lori Clark – Erickson, Wyoming, Jennisen 
Lukas - Wyoming 
 


