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President’s Message
Our value lies in how we serve our students,
staff and communities. Whether you are the
only school librarian serving your school
community, or you are one of many in a large
school district, your membership in Nebraska
School Librarians Association can benefit you
by providing professional development and
networking opportunities that empower you
to be at the top of your game.
This year alone, the Nebraska School
Librarians Association has facilitated
professional development for our members
via the annual fall conference. But we aren’t
stopping there! The Nebraska School
Librarians’ Day event at Mahoney on
Saturday, March 19th offered members and
nonmembers an opportunity to learn from
leading professionals on a variety of ways to

Awards and
Scholarships

enhance library practice. Mahoney featured
popular children’s author Bruce Arant, a
presentation on Blended Learning with Beth
Kabes, and an overview of top resources
available through NebraskaAccess with the
Nebraska Library Commission’s Sue Knisely.
The day included lunch, prizes, networking
and, of course, fun.
But wait…there’s more! In April, NSLA has
partnered with the Nebraska Educational
Technology Association to host nationally
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President’s Message cont.
known library and technology speaker Paige
Jaeger at spring NETA spring conference on
April 21-22 at the CenturyLink Center in
Omaha. While there will be a variety of
sessions appropriate for school librarians on
both days, if you can choose only one day to
attend, Friday, April 22, is slated as the school
library strand day with Paige Jaeger presenting
four sessions that day: (1) Integrating
Technology and INQUIRY - your secret tool for
engagement…(2) Digging Deeper in INQUIRY,
(3) Operating under the “Arc of Inquiry,” and
(4) Reading as a Springboard to Research!
So there it is. You don’t have to go it alone!
Your membership to NSLA provides you with
more professional development opportunities
than would be possible in most school districts
or individual schools. We are proud to serve
you, and, in return, I ask you to consider
becoming involved in NSLA through whether it
is in serving on a committee or running for a
board position. The networking, knowledge
sharing, and professional support you gain
from active involvement is invaluable.

Spring 2016

2016 NETA Conference

Featured
Presenter:
Paige Jaeger

Paige Jaeger is an author and consultant on
libraries and learning. Paige is a former
coordinator of school library services in New
York State; a contributing columnist to School
Library Journal, Library Media Connection,
School Library Monthly, and a former computer
programmer who understands the role of
technologies in learning. As Paige says,
“Students want media-infested projects. This is
a generation of students who want to be
heard."

In this edition of our newsletter, you will find
the biographies of those individuals who are
running for board positions for the upcoming
year. They are our future, and you can be, too,
by saying, “Yes,” when asked to serve.
Laura Pietsch
NSLA President
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Awards and Scholarships
Go ahead! Toot your own horn!
NSLA currently has three
awards and four
scholarships available for
current members. All
awards are either by self-nomination or peer
nomination.
The first award is the NSLA Distinguished
Service Award. This award is for those who
have hung around for at least 20 years and
have made worthy contributions to the
profession. Anyone working in library media,
media administrators, school administrators,
etc. for more than 20 years definitely deserves
to be recognized!
The second award is the NSLA Sound Off for
School Libraries Award. This is a great
opportunity to shine for someone who has
demonstrated creativity and innovation in
their profession. This recipient must be a
current NSLA member.
The third award is the NSLA Meritorious
Service Award. This award is granted by the
NSLA board based on service and contributions
to the school library media profession.
Nominations are not restricted to NSLA
members; however, recommendations are
made directly from the Board or from the
NSLA membership.
Are you looking to go back to school? Would
you like some assistance with those high
tuition bills? Look no further! The NSLA
Continuing Education Scholarship is available
for helping practicing school librarians and
paraprofessionals wishing to gain additional

training in their field on a full or part-time basis.
The second scholarship available is for assisting
with additional professional training for
librarians and paraprofessionals. This
scholarship is the NSLA Workshop/Conference
Scholarship. We all know how important it is to
keep up to date in our ever-changing world!
The third scholarship is available to NSLA
members who are asked to be presenters at any
national conference relevant to the field of
school libraries. This is the NSLA Presenter
Scholarship. Kudos to those who are willing to
share their knowledge with their peers!
The final scholarship is the Karla Wendelin
Continuing Education Scholarship. This
scholarship’s purpose is to support individuals
who wish to enhance their ability to provide
services to youth in school libraries. This
scholarship must be used at NE institutions of
higher education or for professional
development that is offered by Nebraska library
organizations and focuses on youth services.
So, what are you waiting for? Download the
applications from the NSLA website and toot
your own horn or toot someone else’s horn!
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AASL Report
AASL is changing a lot of things in their
organization to meet current school librarian’s
needs. The concern form is being re-adjusted,
and there will be more web-based meetings
before the Annual and Midwinter, so the
members can get more accomplished. There
will also be webinars on how to fill out the
concern and commendation forms to make it
easier to submit those forms. I’m excited
about the new changes and feel that they will
help AASL and the local organizations
communicate more effectively. All of these
changes will be begin in 2017.
We will also have a new Affiliate Assembly
Delegate Handbook so delegates know what
their roles and responsibilities are. Also
included is a timeline of events, as well as
other important information about the AASL.
The Affiliate Assembly leadership has decided
to re-think Affiliate Assembly’s current process
and structure. They have sent information and
documents to the Affiliate Assembly members
outlining these changes. Some of the changes
will include: Affiliate Assembly current
agendas, proposed new schedule/agenda, and
use of the Harwood training module.
Proposed changes are:
1. AACT (the Affiliate Assembly Coordinating
team) will meet virtually prior to ALA. This will
allow the AACT time to thoroughly review the
concerns and commendations in advance.
2. There will be a delegate “training” in the

fall so that concern development and work can
began prior to ALA Midwinter. While the
Affiliate Assembly has had an annual handbook,
this document does not direct affiliates as to
what they need to be doing and accomplish
throughout the year. This will include a
webinar that will be posted to help when
writing a concern or commendation
3. Regions will be required to hold a fall
conference call to share concerns they’ve
drafted, with the concerns sent to the AACT by
February 28th.
4. The ALA Midwinter Evening Affiliate
Assembly (Friday 8-10), which had been used
for caucusing, will now be used for the
introduction of a “Leadership Development
Tool” (start date Midwinter 2017).
5. The AASL Midwinter Sunday meeting that
runs from 9-1:00 agenda will change.
*The AASL president will make an overarching
presentation that will cover what the board is
doing, their presidential initiate, and any
headquarters update.
*A table will be set up for non-commercial
items to be placed for delegates to pick up as
they like.
*The Affiliate Chair will read the concerns in
their current state to the delegates so that any
overlapping concerns can be discussed and/or
combined. A caucus to FINALIZE concerns will
happen during this meeting. (Starting
Midwinter 2017).
Continued page 5
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Award Opportunity
The American Library Association (ALA) Public
Programs Office shared with us a $5,000 award
opportunity that our members may be
interested in.
The Sara Jaffarian School Library Program
Award recognizes a humanities program, held
by a K-8 school library in the 2015-16 school
year, which broadened students’ perspectives
and helped them understand the world.
Eligible school libraries should apply by May 6.
You can find more award information and
guidelines at www.ala.org/jaffarian.
The last award was granted to Perry Meridian
Middle School in Indianapolis for its “R.O.A.D. I
Travel” program, a genealogy project that
taught students how to track their family
history through documents, interviews and
research. Information about this and other
past awardees can be found on the website.

Spring 2016

AASL Report cont.
*The final hour of the Assembly will be
designated for “Hot Topic Roundtables”.
Affiliates will be polled to submit a topic that
they would like to hear from other states. AACT
members will serve as facilitators.
*AACT members will report about the
discussion and post the notes to ALA Connect.
6. Final concerns will be due from the Affiliates
by February 28. In the spring an additional
review step will occur so that the draft feedback
can be given by the AASL’s Executive Committee
(EC). This will be to offer some
input/refinement to create a concern that
would be accepted by the board. All
commendations and concern will be returned
with comments by April 30th.
7. ALA Annual Affiliate Assembly will follow a
similar structure to Midwinter. Friday meeting
is leadership development training, and
then the Sunday events will be dedicated to a
discussion of the concerns put forward.
8. Additional recommendations are:
• Credentialing- each affiliate sings in and
receives their voting paddle.
• Elections should be held before the
concerns and commendations.
• Time Limit and required microphone for
discussion.
• Votes taken after all discussion on all
concerns (similarly, with
commendations).
Betty Meyer
AASL Liaison
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Student Highlight
“I find enjoyment in being part of a learning
community, it energizes my soul when I can be
a part of problem solving or creating on behalf
of our children,” said Heidi Shaddick, the
current 2nd grade teacher at Lincoln Saratoga
Elementary and future Library Media Specialist
at Wysong Elementary in Lincoln. Both of these
schools are within the Lincoln Public Schools
(LPS) system.
Shaddick has been at Saratoga for 18 years and
has taught 6th grade, reading recovery, literary
support, kindergarten and 2nd grade. However,
she is more than excited to be starting a new
adventure by becoming the Library Media
Specialist at LPS’s newest Elementary school
next year. “This is obviously a huge
undertaking, but I am willing and ready to take
it on,” Shaddick explained. “I am thankful that
some of the course work I've done has been
focused on setting up a library and creating
policies.”
Six years ago Shaddick experienced “teaching
magic” when she took her kindergarten class to
the library for research, “[…] they were doing
research. I mean really doing research ...
kindergartners! I knew in that moment, this is
where I'm headed. I have to be a part of this!”
Since starting her classes through the UNK
instructional technology program, Shaddick has
been able to incorporate what she has learned
into her 2nd grade classroom. She is excited to
say they have become 21st century learners.

“My 2nd grade students are doing and creating
things using technology that rival work I've
seen older students do,” Shaddick stated. “The
2nd graders regularly create and use Google
docs & Google classroom.”
Shaddick says the biggest advantage to earning
this degree is coming to understand the
importance of collaboration with technology in
the classroom, and with fellow educators. She
explained that students can reach their full
potential if they have access to technology —
because technology is certainly the future.
Likewise, Shaddick is thankful for the
“exceptional professionals within the field” she
has been connected with due to her classes
through UNK. She enjoys learning and sharing
with everyone she has met, “I've had the
opportunity through UNK to continue to be a
student (which I love) and this has allowed me
to understand the students I work with better.”
Next year Shaddick says she will be extremely
fortunate to be supported by the wonderful
group of LPS Librarians, who have already
started assisting her on this new endeavor.
Along with this group, Shaddick is glad to have
the UNK instructors for guidance, “They are an
amazing support system for the students. I've
been so encouraged by them. I believe we are
on this educational journey together and I am
thankful I get to be a part of it!”
Amanda Bergstrom
Student Liaison
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Board Nominations
President-elect: Angie Richeson
Angie Richeson is an Adjunct Professor in School Library Sciences at
the University of Nebraska – Kearney and also the Technology
Outreach Officer for the Community of Gothenburg, Nebraska.
Prior to that, she was the K-6 School Librarian / Technology
Integration Specialist at Gothenburg Public Schools and has also
taught Special Education, Title I and 1st grade. Angie is passionate
about expanding the ideas of full-inclusion and co-teaching to
include the integration of the School Librarian into the regular
education curriculum and works hard to promote flexible
scheduling. She also thrives on teaching collaborative and authentic
lessons that include both critical thinking and the development of 21st Century skills. Angie is a
member of NSLA and NETA (Nebraska Educational Technology Association).
Secretary: Melissa Engel
Melissa Engel has been the Telecomputing Coordinator for ESU 16
in Ogallala for 22 years. She has served in the Educational Service
Unit Professional Development Organization Instructional Materials
group for five years. She has her Masters in Instructional
Technology from UNK and currently servers on the ESU Technology
Affiliate Group, the state Data Cadre and the ESU PDO Planning
Committee. She has presented at NSLA and works with ESU16
School Librarians.
Secretary: Carole Matthews
I am the School Librarian at Hay Springs Public School, a PK-12 school in
northwest Nebraska. I began my career as a School Librarian in October
2005, completing my certification on the job. Seeing the need I also
became the K-6 technology teacher. I started in education 45 years ago. I
have seen many changes in my 40+ years in education. Yes, I started with
purple ditto masters, reel-to-reel films, and no calculators. Now I use
Google Drive and Classroom, YouTube videos, and coding. I joined NSL and
began attending conference about eight years ago. Being a sole librarian, I
find that this is a way to connect with other librarians and learn how
others are doing things. Conference workshops have given me the
courage to try a “Mystery Skype” and to genrefy my fiction collection. I
would like to serve on the board and add the voice of western Nebraska to the conversation.
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Board Nominations cont.
Treasurer: Cynthia Stogdill
Cynthia Stogdill has been a school librarian for five years, spending the
last three years at Fremont Public Schools. She is an adjunct instructor
at UNO, co-founder of #nebedchat and #mwlibchat on Twitter, and
a frequent presenter at state conferences on the role of school
librarians, technology integration and social media. She is also blogger
and a contributor to the Golden Sower Manual. As an NSLA board
member, Cynthia would have the opportunity to share her passion
Treasurer: Angela Blankenship
I am the Prek-12 School Librarian and the Library Director of the St. Paul
Library. This is my 2nd year in this position. Our library is a very unique
and functions as both a public school library and a community library.
This has brought me a variety of experiences in a short amount of time.
I work closely with a Library Board that reports to the City Council and
School Board and meet with them on a monthly basis. As a member of
NETA I attend their fall and spring conferences and always find new
motivation and ideas to bring to my teachers and students. This year
was my first time attending the NLA/NSLA joint conference. It was also a great experience and I
was able to connect with many school librarians and meet other members of NSLA. I would love
for the NSLA to proceed with their plans for a mentoring program for new school librarians and
would help to move this forward if elected. I will continue my membership in these organizations
and continue to connect with others that have the same passion for technology, reading and
teaching. I will continue to bring my perspective as a new school librarian to others and advocate
for this profession if elected to the NSLA board. I am honored to be a candidate for the NSLA
board.
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Board Nominations cont.
Board member-at-large: Crys Bauermeister
My name is Crys Bauermeister, and I am the school librarian for 1/4 of my
day at Pierce Jr -Sr High School, a position which I have had the pleasure of
holding for 5 years. In addition, the remainder of my day is spent as a
computers instructor. Prior to being in the school library I was an English,
Speech, and Drama teacher who turned into a Computers teacher. So
naturally, migrating to our school library position was an easy transition
Joining NSLA has strengthened my role as a school librarian. Because I am a
singleton as a librarian, having the opportunity to connect with other school
librarians when we gather is vital. As school librarians, we are the catalysts for change. Although
everyone in NSLA is in a library, we all have unique situations. We assume the roles of leaders,
partners, administrators, and IT specialists. Specifically in my position, I'm very technology driven,
and with the evolving world of technology, I can be on the edge of change that is needed. I have a
strong passion for students and their learning. A school library is a gateway for student learning
and discovery. I would love to share, learn, and grow by serving on the NSLA board.
Board member-at-large: Amanda Bergstrom
My name is Amanda Bergstrom, I am currently the 7-12 English
teacher at South Platte Public Schools in Big Springs, Nebraska.
Previously (the last two years) I was the K-12 Librarian at South
Platte Public Schools. Due to a retirement and unfilled position, I was
shifted within the school. However, I still manage a small classroom
library for my students! I have been the Nebraska School Library
Association Student Membership Liaison for the past two years while
completing my Master’s degree in Instructional Technology - School
Library through the University of Nebraska at Kearney. Being member of NSLA has helped to not
only expand my knowledge of working in a library, but of learning from fellow librarians across the
state and country. I was able to attend the state convention last year, and I am thankful for the
opportunity. I came away from the convention having met some new contacts, with an entire sixweek curriculum for my upper-elementary library, and new technology options for both my library
and my classroom.
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Board Nominations cont.
Board member-at-large: Leigh Geiss
I currently am the library media specialist, building level technology
facilitator, and computer club sponsor for Elkhorn Valley View Middle
School. It’s my twentieth year of teaching - fourteen have been spent in
media and technology (K-9) and the rest in the classroom and gifted
education. In that time I’ve served as a LIED Education liaison,
public/school library summer reading committee chair, on a National
Endowment of the Arts technology grant team, and many other
committees. I love the multiple hats we wear as LMSs, including research/teaching, technology
leader, and literature specialist and how we then get to work in so many ways with students and
staff. We have a real opportunity to be a positive force in our school culture in these roles through
school wide promotions, collaboration in classrooms, and one-on-one interactions. It’s a great
place to be in education!
Board member-at-large: Mandy Peterson
I am Mandy Peterson, the librarian at Schuyler Central High School.
Prior to becoming a librarian, I was a classroom teacher for 8 years - a
job I loved. I found my specialty in the unexpected yet obvious school
library profession. In May, I am graduating with a Master of Elementary
Education degree and school library endorsement from UNO. I have
been able to do some exciting things in the high school library. My
favorite parts of high school library are promotions and acquisitions.
Both are my best ways of getting my students into the library, having
great discussions, and having fun with them! They are what make being
a school librarian so...well, cool! When I began my library career as the lone librarian in my
school, I quickly discovered that library life can be lonely and that you must decide to be active
and reach out to other professionals. Through the NSLA, I have been able to connect with many
librarians, make friends, and adopt mentors. Our annual conference is my favorite professional
development opportunity. Why would I want to serve on the NSLA board? It is as simple as this:
Librarians are servants at heart. It would be my honor to serve you as a board advocate for you,
our profession, our patrons, and school libraries. I want to combine my experiences and my
passion with that of ALL of Nebraska's school librarians and contribute to the library community.
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Board Nominations cont.
Board member-at-large: Jill Annis
All of my life I have been surrounded by education as both of my parents are
teachers. I began my career teaching 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students and
later became an elementary librarian when I saw how much fun my mom
was having in the library. I taught at Peter Sarpy Elementary for four years
and found my calling for the middle school level during my student teaching
practicum at Mickle Middle School. I accepted the job at Elkhorn Ridge
Middle School and was there for four years, and then an opportunity came
up to join the core team and help open Elkhorn's fourth middle school
during the 2014-2015 school year. This is my second year at Elkhorn Grandview Middle School
and I have enjoyed the experience of opening a new building. This is my third year as the YA
Golden Sower Readers' Contact and the Golden Sower Committee. I like to attend NSLA/NLA
Conference every year and have presented the "Best New Teen Books" of 2014 and 2015 with
Sally Snyder. My goal is to become more involved with NSLA and believe the board would be a
perfect fit.

Election Information
Elections for 2016-2017 NSLA Board members will be conducted online. Members in good
standing will receive a link to vote.
The treasurer position will be for a one-year term. This is due to the current treasurer running
unopposed as President-elect.
Elections will open April 11 and close May 1.
If you believe you are a member in good standing and do not receive a link to vote, please contact
the executive secretary at contactnsla@gmail.com
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NSLA 2015-2016 Board
President: Laura Pietsch, laura.pietsch@ops.org
President-elect: Paula McClung, pmcclung@lps.org
Past-president: Beth Kabes, bkabes@esu7.org
Secretary: Stephanie Dannehl, stephaniedannehl@gmail.com
Treasurer: Angie Richeson, angiericheson@gmail.com

Members-at-large
Jennifer Cejda, jcejda@lps.org

Kim Jones, kjones@epsne.org

Mary Roesler, marroesler@kearneycats.com

Kimmie Vogt, vogtteacher226@gmail.com

Contact Information:
Kim Gangwish
NSLA Executive Secretary
4905 Chennault St.
Papillion, NE 68133
Phone: (402) 554-3653
Email: contactnsla@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
www.neschoollibrarians.org
Twitter: @NSLAorg
Listserv:
https://groups.google.com/d/forum/nslalistserv

