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President’s Message
With the arrival of spring, many educators
often begin the countdown to the end of the
school year; however, it has been my
experience that school librarians begin to
look forward to attending the annual
Nebraska Educational Technology
Association’s annual conference. This year’s
NETA theme is Pearls of Wisdom. It is an
opportunity to hone the technological aspect
of our craft with the understanding that it is
not the technology we use that engages
students but rather how we teach that allows
those students to be creators of their own
content with the technological tools we give
them.
NSLA is very excited to
share the library media
strand features guest
speaker Jennifer LaGarde,
fabulously known for The
Many Adventures of Library
Girl. In her official

2017-2018 Board
Nominations
Pages 3-5

biography found at her website, “Jennifer was
awarded the ‘I Love My Librarian Award’ by
the American Library Association, The Carnegie
Corporation of New York and The New York
Times. She was also named a 2011 "Mover and
Shaker" by Library Journal. And in 2013 she
was selected as one of five teacher librarians
(nationally) finalists for the first ever Bammy
Award for outstanding service in the area of
school librarianship.”
I look forward to seeing you at NETA and hope
to connect with as many members as possible.
Stop by the NSLA booth and find out what’s
new. See you there!
Library Girl’s sessions, all held on Friday, April
21st, are:
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President’s Message cont.
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•

Technology Isn't Changing Education: You
Are! - Description: It’s time to stop talking
about technology as a game changer in
education and instead focus on the fact
that the only thing that will change
outcomes for students is exceptional
teaching. We can’t know what the next big
thing in Educational Technology will be, but
if we always look at the tool as being only
as powerful as the instruction that
underpins it, we’ll always be ready to
harness of the power of “what’s next” to
prepare the students of today for the
world of tomorrow. Jennifer LaGarde takes
aim at EdTech sacred cows and shares
ways to make instructional magic with
students regardless of the tool or the
number of them you have access to.
MacGyver Librarianship: Description: No
budget? No problem! This session is all
about finding creative ways to use free
(and really cheap!) resources for creating
exceptional spaces, warm and engaging
environments and outstanding instruction.
Join Jennifer LaGarde for this fun, fast
paced session and learn how to channel
your inner MacGyver to become a master
of making the most of what you have while
still advocating for the best possible
resources for your kids! *Mullet optional
(but highly recommended).
Creating Libraries of Tomorrow for the
Students of Today: Description: Simply
put, if your school library is still just a place
where students go to check out books,
you’re doing it wrong. Today’s school
libraries should be places where students
engage with information, each other and
learners from around the world to ask big

•

questions, solve real problems and build
new knowledge. Let’s talk about ways that
you can transform the library from a place
where students simply consume
information, to a participatory space
where they use technology to create,
design, engineer and build the information
of the future.
Read, Tweet, Repeat: Description: Instead
of trying to compete with it, let's harness
the power of social media to generate
excitement about reading, spark
meaningful conversations and build the
types of communities that support a life
long love of reading. From
#2jennsbookclub to #30secondbooktalks,
this fun, interactive session is all about
using the tools of today to keep our
students and colleagues reading
tomorrow.

Learn more about Library Girl at her website:
<http://www.librarygirl.net/> and follow her
on Twitter @jenniferlagarde
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2017-2018 Board Nominations
President-elect: Courtney Pentland
Courtney Pentland is in her fourth year as Leader Teacher and
Research Librarian for Omaha Public Schools Library Services. Prior
to joining the library services team, she was the school librarian at
Omaha Burke High School. Courtney has written articles for several
scholarly journals and presented at local and national conferences
about the important work school librarians do each and every
day. She has also been an Adjunct Instructor for the University of
Nebraska-Omaha Library Sciences program for six years. Courtney is
interested in expanding membership to include as many school librarians in Nebraska as possible
and to provide members with services and resources that will be of benefit in their daily work with
students, staff members, and their communities. She strongly believes that NSLA can be a great
voice of and for school librarians. With a wider reach, we can achieve even more.
Treasurer: Cynthia Stogdill
Cynthia Stogdill has been a school librarian for five years, spending
the last three years at Fremont Public Schools. She is an adjunct
instructor at UNO, co-founder of #nebedchat and #mwlibchat on
Twitter, and a frequent presenter at state conferences on the role
of school librarians, technology integration and social media. She is
also blogger and a contributor to the Golden Sower Manual. As an
NSLA board member, Cynthia would have the opportunity to share
her passion for leadership and advocacy in the school library with
others.

Election Information
Elections for 2017-2018 NSLA Board members will be conducted online. Members in good
standing will receive a link to vote.
Elections will open April 10 and close May 1.
If you believe you are a member in good standing and do not receive a link to vote, please contact
the executive secretary at contactnsla@gmail.com.
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2017-2018 Board Nominations cont.
Board member-at-large: Angela Blankenship
I am the Prek-12 School Librarian and the Library Director of the St. Paul
Library. This is my 3rd year in this position. Our library is a very unique and
functions as both a public school library and a community library. This has
brought me a variety of experiences in a short amount of time. I work
closely with a Library Board that reports to the City Council and School
Board and meet with them on a monthly basis. Before starting in St. Paul I
worked in the preschool setting at a Community Action Agency. As a
member of NETA I attend their fall and spring conferences and always find
new motivation and ideas to bring to my teachers and students. I ensure that the experiences I
have are brought back to teachers and shared with administration. I have also attended the
NLA/NSLA joint conference for two years. It was also a great experience and I was able to connect
with many school librarians and meet other members of NSLA. I also attended the NSLA School
Librarians Day at Mahoney State Park this past year and found it very beneficial to connect and
network with other school librarians. I would love for the NSLA to proceed with their plans for a
mentoring program for new school librarians and would help to move this forward if elected. I will
continue my membership in these organizations and continue to connect with others that have
the same passion for technology, reading and teaching. I will continue to bring my perspective as a
new school librarian to others and advocate for this profession if elected to the NSLA board. I am
honored to be considered a candidate for the NSLA board.
Board member-at-large: Andy Ohlson
I am the PK-12 Media Specialist and Technology Coordinator at
Axtell Community School, a small public school in south central
Nebraska. This is my 4th year in this position and my 5th year
teaching. I am currently working toward my Master’s degree in
Instructional Technology with an emphasis on the School
Librarian at the University of Nebraska at Kearney. It has been a
gradual process to acclimate myself to the various roles and
responsibilities as a teacher librarian, but I am very happy with
all the opportunities I’ve been given. I’m passionate about
creativity and expression and enjoy new challenges. I love that there is always something new to
learn and try out with my students and staff. Through the NSLA and local school librarian
networks, I have grown professionally and in turn brought many useful resources to my district. I
strive to keep creating learning opportunities for my students and staff so that they are better
prepared to face new challenges. With my students and staff, and through my professional
networks, I will continue to encourage lifelong learning that challenges yesterday’s status quos
and promotes equity and respect for every person. I will bring an eager and open mind to the
NSLA and share the good things that are happening every day in our libraries.
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2017-2018 Board Nominations cont.
Board member-at-large: Angela Daigle
I am excited about the opportunity to serve the Nebraska School Library
Association by representing the members on the NSLA Board. I am
interested in providing students, teachers, and our larger communities
with the necessary tools to become lifelong learners. School libraries are
in a perfect position to deliver resources in a multitude of formats and
provide the necessary support to utilize them effectively. I have been an
educator for 25 years. I am currently the Library Services Department Head for Millard Public
Schools in Omaha. Previously, I have served this district as an instructional technology facilitator, a
high school librarian, and an elementary librarian. I have opened two school libraries in two brand
new buildings. Prior to working in Nebraska, I was an intermediate school librarian, a middle
school Language Arts teacher, and an elementary classroom teacher in third, fifth and sixth
grades. I have also opened two school libraries in two brand new buildings. After participating in
the NxtWave program, in February of 2017, I received my Doctor of Education with an emphasis in
School Libraries from the University of Nebraska at Omaha. I also hold a Master of Science in
Educational Leadership and Instruction from UNO, a Master of Library Science from Kent State
University, and a Bachelor of Science in Education from Kansas State University. I am a member of
NSLA, AASL, ALA, and NETA.
Board member-at-large: Jeanne Pope
I am the PreK-12 school librarian, district assessment coordinator, and
technology integration specialist at Shelton Public Schools. My first
two years of teaching were at a one-room school in Boone County,
where I taught all subjects to Kindergarten through eighth grade. I
have been at Shelton since 2000, as an elementary teacher and then
as the school librarian since 2005. During my time as school librarian,
I have taught junior high keyboarding and business classes,
elementary math and reading classes, and of course elementary
library and technology skills, along with collaborating with PreK-12
classroom teachers on research projects.
I have enjoyed being a member of NSLA since 2005. My membership has connected me with
awesome librarians and ideas from across the state. I look forward to bringing my wide range of
experiences to the NSLA Board of Directors and the opportunity to make new connections with
librarians across the state. Thank you for your vote.
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NSLA Student Profile – Abby Zimmerman
We often receive flyers in our school mailboxes advertising various programs, workshops, and
products. Every once in awhile, these pieces of paper turn out to be life-changing. Such was the
case for high-school English teacher, and current UNO student, Abby Zimmerman, who last year
found a flyer advertising UNO’s school library program in her mailbox at Lincoln East High School.
“After meeting with Dr. Pasco over coffee, I was convinced that I wanted to pursue the
endorsement.” explained Zimmerman.
After earning with her undergraduate degree in Secondary English Education from UNL in May of
2015, Zimmerman entered the teaching field, where she has especially enjoyed being a part of a
community of educators, and seeing students grow in their understanding. “My favorite moments
from teaching have come from when a student who is struggling with a skill finally meets the
learning objective.”
Zimmerman is currently in her second semester of the library program at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha, having started classes in fall of 2016. When asked about her favorite part of
the program thus far, Zimmerman explained, “I have loved reading current books. I have also
enjoyed my professors. I can tell that all of them are passionate about the role of school
librarians.”
Zimmerman points out that although the work of being a student as well as a full-time teacher is a
hefty task, “this passion makes being a teacher and a student a little bit easier.”
Although Zimmerman is not currently working as a school librarian, she is already using her library
coursework in her classroom, most recently in the form of a real-world research project, wherein
students have been given a budget to research products to purchase for the makerspace in East
High’s library. “I researched makerspaces for my class, pitched the idea to my librarian and she
gladly accepted. Students are practicing research skills and are highly engaged because they get to
spend money.”
When asked about any advice she would give to other library students, Zimmerman offered,
“Make connections with your professors and classmates and don’t be afraid to ask questions.”
Despite the work of balancing the roles of teacher and student, the decision to pursue a degree in
school library is one Zimmerman continues to relish. “I have found all of the learning experiences
to be completely worth it in the end.”
Alexandra Ball
NSLA Student Liaison

6

;
Volume 6, Issue 1

Spring 2017

Nebraska Library Commission
The Nebraska Library Commission is in the final year of its current five-year plan. A new plan will
be developed and delivered to the Institute of Museum and Library Services by the end of June.
Five-year plans are a requirement for the federal Library Services and Technology Act state
program grants. A five-year evaluation of Nebraska’s current five-year plan and program is
underway and will be completed by the end of March.
The Nebraska Library Commission board has appointed several new members to the Nebraska
State Advisory Council on Libraries. New members include two school librarians – Lori Long
(Gothenburg Junior/Senior High School) and Dana Morgan (Leyton High School). Beth Kabes
(Director of Blended & Distance Learning, ESU Coordinating Council) is a current council member
and serves as the Nebraska School Librarians Association representative. The advisory council
includes twenty members representing all types of libraries and library users. The council serves
to advise the Library Commission on service needs and trends.
Big Talk from Small Libraries is an annual Library Commission webcast that has had participants
from nearly all states and some foreign countries. The most recent Big Talk from Small Libraries
conference was held on February 24. The focus is on small libraries (all types). The conferences
are recorded and archived for access at any time. The recordings are available via the Library
Commission’s website at http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/ncarchivelist.asp
This year’s One Book One Nebraska selection is John G. Neihardt’s Black Elk Speaks. Schools and
libraries are encouraged to promote the book and other Neihardt books. The selection is
especially appropriate this year in recognition of Nebraska’s 150th Anniversary Celebration. Black
Elk Speaks is among 150 books selected as representative and noteworthy among Nebraska
related books published from Nebraska’s statehood beginning in March 1, 1867. More
information about One Book One Nebraska and other Nebraska Center for the Book activities
and events can be found at http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/
Rod Wagner
Director, Nebraska Library Commission
rod.wagner@nebraska.gov
402-471-4001 (office)
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NSLA 2016-2017 Board
President: Paula McClung, pmcclung@lps.org
President-elect: Angie Richeson, richesonac@unk.edu
Past-president: Laura Pietsch, laura.pietsch@ops.org
Secretary: Carole Matthews, carole.matthews1@gmail.com
Treasurer: Cynthia Stogdill, cynthia.stogdill@fpsmail.org
Members-at-large
Mary Roesler, marroesler@kearneycats.com

Kimmie Vogt, vogtteacher226@gmail.com

Crys Bauermeister, cbauermeister@gmail.com

Mandy Peterson,
mandy.peterson@schuylercommunityschools.
org

Contact Information:
Kim Gangwish
NSLA Executive Secretary
4905 Chennault St.
Papillion, NE 68133
Phone: (402) 554-3653
Email: contactnsla@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
www.neschoollibrarians.org
Twitter: @NSLAorg
Listserv:
https://groups.google.com/d/forum/nslalistserv

