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President’s Message
I am putting the finishing touches on my last
column as NSLA president on the final day of
school for the students in my district. For
teachers and students, the final day of school
is a highly anticipated event. It’s as much
about endings as it is about beginnings.
Much like teachers and students reflect on
their successes of the past school year, I
reflect on my term as President of the
Nebraska School Librarians Association, and I
am so proud of all that our organization has
achieved.
Our terrific board, committed executive
secretary and many liaisons who make up the
full board assisted me in working with the
Nebraska Library Association to put on a
fabulous fall conference and in partnering
with Nebraska Educational Technology
Association to provide a robust librarian

Election Results

strand at the NETA spring conference. And
our professional development committee,
led by Paula McClung, stepped up in a big
way to organize the spring School Librarians’
Day at Mahoney State Park.
At our April meeting, the board voted to offer
two new scholarships beginning the fall of
2016. The Praxis Scholarship will be offered
in both the spring and the fall to members
who are working toward their library
endorsement. And the AASL/ALA First Time
Attendee Scholarship will help to defray the
costs of an NSLA member who has the
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President’s Message cont.
opportunity to attend a national conference
for the first time.
These are not my accomplishments, but OUR
accomplishments. Without the participation
of the membership and the work of board, we
could not move our organization forward. So,
as term as president closes, I feel satisfaction
in the great work of our organization.
Much like that final day of school, my final
days in this office have me looking forward to
some new beginnings – both personal and
professional. This summer I hope to vacation
a bit and work on a house renovation with my
husband. He is the “heavy lifter’ while I am
great at finish work. We are happiest when
we have a big project we can work on
together, and this is our biggest renovation to
date!
On the professional front I will be co-chairing
the hospitality committee for the fall
NLA/NSLA Conference that will be held at the
Ramada Plaza Hotel on October 19-21, 2016.
(Please join us for what is shaping up to be a
great conference). And in my role as
supervisor as Omaha Public Schools, I have 14
new librarians that I look forward to working
with in the fall.
I cannot thank you enough for giving me the
opportunity to serve all of you as NSLA
president this past year. It has been a great
experience.
Laura Pietsch
NSLA President
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NSLA Election Results

President-Elect:
Angie Richeson

Secretary:
Carole Matthews

Treasurer:
Cynthia Stogdill

Board Member-at-Large:
Crys Bauermeister

Board Member-at-Large:
Mandy Peterson

2

1
2

;
Volume 5, Issue 2

Summer 2016

Student Highlight
“Getting to focus on books and share my
passion for books with even more students.
It has reignited my love of teaching, and I
look forward to sharing my experiences with
my students,” said Heather Kinsey, the
current 7-8 English/reading teacher at
Lewis and Clark Middle School in Bellevue,
Nebraska.
Kinsey has been a book lover all her life,
and always had the feeling she wanted to
be a librarian.
“When I was a little girl, my grandpa built
me a walk-in closet with floor to ceiling
bookcases,” Kinsey explained. “I would sit
in there and play library. I had a card
catalog for all of my books, and I loved
organizing them. Not a lot has changed!”

literature. We read everyday in class and
exchanged books. It was awesome!”
exclaimed Kinsey.
In the upcoming years Heather Kinsey
would like to eventually work in a school
library. She is unsure on the grade level for
the library, but is excited for the
possibilities!
Amanda Bergstrom
Student Liaison

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Thus, at the end of last year when the
current librarian retired, her husband
suggested she apply for the position. This
“got the ball rolling” for Kinsey, so she
contacted Dr. Pasco at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha, and started the Library
Program in January.
Kinsey has completed the Children’s
Literature class and is completing Teaching
and Learning in the Digital Age this
summer. She stated she has learned a lot
already and finds Dr. Pasco and the other
teachers “amazing”. Kinsey loves the
partially online and weekend format of the
classes; stating as a “busy mom of two
young girls, the schedule makes it possible
for me to take part in the program”.
“I am on fire reading as many children's,
young adult, and chapter cooks that I can
get. As a result, my students also devoured
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NSLA 2015-2016 Board
President: Laura Pietsch, laura.pietsch@ops.org
President-elect: Paula McClung, pmcclung@lps.org
Past-president: Beth Kabes, bkabes@esu7.org
Secretary: Stephanie Dannehl, stephaniedannehl@gmail.com
Treasurer: Angie Richeson, angiericheson@gmail.com

Members-at-large
Jennifer Cejda, jcejda@lps.org

Kim Jones, kjones@epsne.org

Mary Roesler, marroesler@kearneycats.com

Kimmie Vogt, vogtteacher226@gmail.com

Contact Information:
Kim Gangwish
NSLA Executive Secretary
4905 Chennault St.
Papillion, NE 68133
Phone: (402) 554-3653
Email: contactnsla@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
www.neschoollibrarians.org
Twitter: @NSLAorg
Listserv:
https://groups.google.com/d/forum/nslalistserv

