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President’s Message
Greetings everyone! With state conference in
late October followed by the American
Association of School Librarians (AASL)
Conference in early November, many
librarians have had the good fortune to hear
from experts in the field at the local, state
and national levels. I count myself among the
fortunate. See my article, Conference
Highlights, for information on our state
conference.
The AASL conference held, in Columbus,
Ohio, was based on the theme, Experience,
Education and Evolution. As Deb Logan and
Kathy Lowe, conference co-chairs state,
“[Librarians must] be the connection
between evolution and revolution. We are
not passive in this changing system. We are
advocates for students, teachers, and
learning.” In fact, our organization’s mission
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reads: The American Association of School
Librarians empowers leaders to transform
teaching and learning. What a profound and
bold statement! But what does it mean to be
transformational in teaching and learning?
A transformation is a profound change – a
metamorphosis, if you will, such as from the
caterpillar to the pupa and from the pupa to
the adult butterfly. I think of all the ways
school libraries and school librarians are
transforming:
Continued on
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AASL September Report
In June, the members of the American
Association of School Librarians Affiliate
Assembly met in San Francisco at the ALA
Annual Conference and submitted
commendations and concerns to the Executive
Committee. I’m pleased to announce that all
the commendations we approved were
unanimously approved by the Executive
committee. We also sent concerns to the
Executive Committee. After Executive
Committee review and careful and thoughtful
consideration and discussion, the following
actions were taken:
Digital Badges: the Affiliate Assembly would
like AASL to offer digital badges for
participation in Advocacy efforts and training.
A working group is being created to continue
the investigation of AASL’s ability and interest
in digital badges.
Testing: the Affiliate Assembly requested an
investigation of the impact of testing the
library space on teaching and learning. This
concern has been referred to the Research and
Statistics Committee. This work has begun
almost immediately, as they begin preliminary
work with an initial survey.
Recruitment: The Affiliate Assembly
requested recruitment tools to promote
interest and encourage candidate interest in
the school library field. The executive
Committee has referred this concern to the
Educators of School Librarians Section to
review current resources available as well as
an analysis of what is missing and advise next

steps for AASL. They will hold a concurrent
session at AASL National Conference on the
topic.
Technology Integration Specialist: The
Affiliate Assembly asked for a Technology Role
Working Group to be established to focus on
the school librarian’s role in technology
instruction and integration. The Executive
Committee approved the establishment of a
Working Group and their work should begin
shortly.
Please take a look at the Advocacy Toolkit
provided by AASL. The link is provided.
Advocacy Toolkit: The Affiliate Assembly
requested an analysis of the current advocacy
resources: and how to make them more
accessible and better impact on stakeholders.
This concern has been turned over to the AASL
Advocacy Committee making it the focus of
their work. With a preliminary report and
recommendations brought to the board at ALA
Midwinter. Please also take a look at the new
toolkit for promoting School Library programs,
which was just released on September 1.
http://www.ala.org/news/presreleases/2015/09/public-relations-schoollibraries-made-easy.
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AASL September Report cont.

2016 NETA Conference

State Departments: the request was to
establish a Task Force to explore school library
advocacy in state departments of education.
This was approved by the Executive Committee
to move forward. Since a Task Force requires
certain protocol, which the AASL office has
begun.
AASL Office: This concern was requested to
improve communications and efficiency within
the AASL office. This was moved forward to
the AASL Executive Director for review and
draft of a new Affiliate Assembly process and
communications plan. A draft of this plan was
brought to the Executive Committee in
September, who provided feedback. The
Revises plan will be brought to the Affiliate
Assembly Coordinating Team for Review.
Teacher Education: The Affiliate Assembly
requested was to explore language and an
action plan for advocating school libraries in
other education preparation program
standards. The CAEP has begun work through
the ALA Connect space, and have a meeting
scheduled at ALA midwinter, and will also have
a preliminary report to the Board of Directors
at the midwinter, with a final report at the ALA
Annual Conference.

The 2016 annual Nebraska Educational
Technology Association Conference will be held
at the Century Link Center in Omaha, NE on
April 21-22. Again this year, NETA, in
conjunction with NSLA, will featured a librarian
strand on Friday, April 22.

Betty Meyer
SCHOLARSHIPS!!
DON’T FORGET THERE ARE NUMEROUS
NSLA SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS
AVAILABLE. CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR
DETAILS AND DEADLINES!

Our featured presenter will be Paige Jaeger, an
author and consultant on libraries and learning.
Paige is a former coordinator of school library
services in New York State; a contributing
columnist to School Library Journal, Library
Media Connection, School Library Monthly, and
a former computer programmer who
understands the role of technologies in
learning. As Paige says, “Students want mediainfested projects. This is a generation of
students who want to be heard."
She is a dynamic speaker on inquiry and
questioning, and she will be presenting two 90minute sessions at the NETA conference.
Registration will open around February 1, 2016.
Don’t miss out! Check the NETA site for update
information and registration details.
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NLA/NSLA Conference Highlights
The 2015 NLA/NSLA Conference, Libraries Are
the Heart of the Community, was held in
Lincoln Nebraska October 14-16. Keynote
addresses by Terri Grief, past president of the
American Association of School Librarians and
Sari Feldman, current president of the
American Library Association underscored the
importance of associations in providing
support for librarians and in shaping the future
of libraries in order to remain viable and
relevant to the communities they serve.
Wednesday’s pre-conference offerings
included a showcase of special collections at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, a MARC
edit workshop, a session on augmented reality
as well as a teen graphic novel session.

Julie Humphrey and Julie Beno encouraged
attendees to contribute to the NLA fundraiser –
the wine toss.
With dine-arounds at several restaurants and a
trivia contest for night owls, there was
entertainment to suit everyone.
With over 70 presentations, nationally
recognized keynote speakers and a wealth of
vendor exhibit and activities, the 2015
NLA/NSLA Conference was a success. I look
forward to seeing all of you in Omaha for the
2016 conference!
Laura Pietsch
NSLA President

New to conference this year was the inclusion
of keynote speakers from Humanities
Nebraska: Andrew Jewell, Willa Cather Scholar
and Archivist; Janie York, quilter and educator;
and Twyla Hansen, Nebraska State Poet. In
keeping with the conference theme, the
Humanities speakers engaged audiences with
poems, stories and information about the arts
and about Nebraska communities – the heart
of our great state.
Conference activities went into the evening
with The Prairie Gators, an Omaha Zydeco
band that had attendees, clapping, stomping
and dancing as the vendor reception wound
down and buffet gala began.
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Spaces - there may be a mix of traditional
and non-traditional resources, but the
main focus is providing a flexible space for
students to practice skills, to interact with
content and to collaborate with others.
Teaching and learning - from makerspaces
that inspire classroom teachers to plan for
open-ended design and tinkering materials
to inquiry that students in complex
questioning and authentic problem-solving,
from encouraging participatory learning
and allowing for knowledge construction to
encouraging students to explore, play, and
wonder.
Connectedness – libraries are spaces for
students to Skype, blog, work on Minecraft
challenges, or team up with peers near and
far.

Any way you look at it, it is an exciting time to
be a school librarian The AASL conference
showcased librarians who have transformed
themselves and their spaces in order to
prepare learners for life beyond school. I
challenge each of you to think of one step –
large or small- that you can take to change
your library space or program and begin the
process of transformation today.

Winter 2015

NSLA Recognition of Outgoing
Board Members

lung –
Paula McC

Beth K
abe s -

Board Me

Presid

mber

e nt

Laura Pietsch
NSLA President
for
epting
c
c
a
r
be r
Kueste Board M em
Li n d a
velt –
y Lo o s
e
r
d
u
A

5

Fall 2015

Volume 4, Issue 3

NSLA 2015-2016 Board
President: Laura Pietsch, laura.pietsch@ops.org
President-elect: Paula McClung, pmcclung@lps.org
Past-president: Beth Kabes, bkabes@esu7.org
Secretary: Stephanie Dannehl, stephaniedannehl@gmail.com
Treasurer: Angie Richeson, angiericheson@gmail.com

Members-at-large
Jennifer Cejda, jcejda@lps.org

Kim Jones, kjones@epsne.org

Mary Roesler, marroesler@kearneycats.com

Kimmie Vogt, vogtteacher226@gmail.com

Contact Information:
Kim Gangwish
NSLA Executive Secretary
4905 Chennault St.
Papillion, NE 68133
Phone: (402) 554-3653

We’re on the Web!
www.neschoollibrarians.org
Twitter: @NSLAorg
Listserv:
https://groups.google.com/d/forum/nslalistserv

Email: contactnsla@gmail.com
East to West Professional Development!
The NSLA will again be hosting School Librarians' Day at sites TBD on Saturday, March 19.
Shannon McClintock Miller, teacher, librarian, educational speaker and consultant, presents
around the world on education, librarianship, technology, social media, and making a difference
in education and the lives of others. She will be our featured presenter at the western location.
We are hard at work formulating plans for our eastern location and finalizing our site choices and
event details. Watch for information on our web and Facebook pages, but mark your calendars
now for what promises to be a information packed day with your library colleagues!

