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President’s Message
ESSA, known as Every Student Succeeds Act,
was passed and signed, yet the policy that
replaces No Child Left Behind, according to
Education Week’s website, may be hard to
implement and each state is working to
understand the changes. It takes effect in
2017-18; “Topics include accountability and
testing, teacher quality, research, regulation,
funding, early-childhood education, and
thorny issues involving student groups that
often lag behind their peers.” (see more at:
http://www.edweek.org and search for
ESSA).
On Friday, November 11th, several members
of the NSLA Board and iMat members met
with Sylvia Norton, Executive Director of
AASL for our state’s workshop, hosted by Dr.
Becky Pasco and Kim Gangwish, onsite at
UNO. Norton advised of the language in ESSA
that includes school librarians. Unlike, NCLB,
where we were left out altogether, ESSA at
least allows for our inclusion in the category
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of “specialized instructional support
personnel” and our role is most certainly
included in key terms, however stakeholders
may not recognize our connection unless we
are the ones to point it out. These key terms
found in the language of ESSA, according to
AASL, align with our programs:
• Digital literacy skills
• Academic achievement
• Personalized, rigorous learning experiences
• Adequate access to school libraries
• Use technology effectively
• Effective integration of technology
• Improve instruction and student
achievement
We know the above terms are closely aligned
with our library media programs, but NSLA and
AASL want others to know this as well. The
workshop message reminded us of the ever so
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President’s Message cont.
important elevator speech and suggested
these tips:
• The intention is to educate, not humiliate.
• What you do is important, so sound
important.
• Practice! (be prepared to share your
elevator speech at any moment)
• You can start the conversation.
• Make the connection from ESSA language
to AASL’s school library talking points to
your school library program.
In your school setting, administrators and
those who are concerned about policy
implementation, may not initially think of the
leadership role the school librarian provides,
as well as the many instructional lessons that
are tied to ESSA’s key terms. Share the
message with your parent group also; parents
who align with school library media programs
are often our best advocate voices. Finally,
NSLA, is working to share a message with
stakeholders at the state level. Our very own,
Judy Henning, NSLA’s Learning 4 Life Liaison,
will attend the 2017 NLA Advocacy Day. Angie
Richeson, NSLA President-elect, Betty Meyer,
and our AASL Liaison, Judy Henning, have been
brainstorming additional ways to share this
message with those that may be unaware of
what a librarian does in today’s educational
setting.
Chris Haeffner, LPS Library Media Services
Coordinator and our connection with the
Nebraska Dept. of Education shared the
following information from Matt Heusman at
NDE.
• Visit the ESSA webpage on NDE’s website
(more updates forthcoming). Web

•

•

•

•

address: https://www.education.ne.gov/ES
SA/index.html
NDE is currently working on setting dates
at different locations across the state to
engage in community conversations. They
will post those locations and dates to the
site as soon as we have them confirmed.
NDE intends to disseminate ESSA related
surveys to various stakeholder groups. The
first ones should be ready by midDecember. Very general in the beginning
moving to more specifics as the plan
begins to take shape over the coming
months.
There is an ESSA email address for
Nebraska: nde.essa@nebraska.gov to
email any questions or comments. If you
have a suggestion for a date, particular
stakeholder group, or location, please use
the above email address.
NDE continues to wait on final regulations
from the DoE. They anticipate the
regulations in December.

On a final note, a huge thank you to Laura
Pietsch, NSLA Past President. She graciously
stepped in to fill my role at the NLA/NSLA
Conference in Omaha this past October. My
husband had unexpected surgery and I am
extremely indebted to Laura and others on the
NSLA Board for taking over the duties as
President in my absence. I cannot name all the
names that came to my rescue, but know that
those who serve our organization as board
members and liaisons are an exceptional
group dedicated to advocating for library
programs across our state. I thank each and
every one of you.
Paula McClung, NSLA President
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Learning How to Library
One of my earliest school memories is of going
to my elementary school’s library with other
members of my class, and being assigned a
research project. While I don’t remember the
specific parameters for this assignment, I do
remember that for whatever reason, my first
grade self decided to choose Anne Hutchinson
for my topic. I learned how to use a card
catalogue, wrote a paragraph on lined yellow
paper, and drew a picture of a woman in
appropriate pilgrim attire to coordinate.
Many research projects, library visits (and yes,
late fees) later, I graduated high school and
attended the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
earning a Bachelor of Arts in English, and a
Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education.
After graduating with my undergraduate
degrees, I subsequently went on to teach high
school English for six years in Lincoln Public
Schools. I found that I loved working with
students, helping them use their voices through
writing and discussion, and hopefully instilling a
love of literature.

So here I am today, in my second year at the
University of Nebraska-Omaha, earning my
Masters in Secondary Education-School
Library. At the same time, I am in my first year
as the school librarian at McPhee Elementary
School, right next door to the capitol building
in Lincoln. I have lightheartedly called this
journey I am on, “learning how to library” (for
there is something to be learned every day
both through coursework and daily
interactions). As the new student
representative for the Nebraska School
Library Association I am so grateful to have
the opportunity to share pieces of this
journey that began almost twenty-five years
ago in the library of Holmes Elementary--I
truly can’t wait to see where it goes from
here.
Alexandra Ball, NSLA Student Liaison

It was during my fifth year of teaching, while I
was on maternity leave with my second child,
that I began thinking about what I wanted to do
as I moved forward in my life and career.
During this period of pondering, my mind
continuously went to one of my favorite places
to frequent: the library. I started doing my
research (though this time without a card
catalogue) into just what being a librarian
would entail. The more I learned, the more I
saw all the pieces of what I loved about
teaching and my goals for the kind of work I
wanted to do in my future coming together into
a new career path: a school librarian. I decided
to take a leap, and I am so glad that I did.
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NSLA Distinguished Service Award

The NSLA Distinguished Service Award is based upon
longevity, service to the profession and contributions
to the profession. Nominees must have served in the
profession for a minimum of twenty years. It is the
pleasure of NSLA to present Dr. Becky Pasco with this
award. Dr. Pasco served as a school librarian before
moving into the role of developing and nurturing
future school librarians at the university level. She
has been the predominant force in growing the
school library program at the University of Nebraska
Omaha and many of our current librarians are in the
profession because of her influence.
Dr. Pasco is a tireless advocate for school librarians. She makes a personal connection with each
student that comes through her program, and she mentors them in their libraries long after they
have completed their coursework.
In 2013, Dr. Pasco, along with Dr. Audrey Church (current AASL president and professor at
Longwood University), Dr. Gail Dickinson (past AASL president and professor at Old Dominion
University) and Dr. Jody Howard (professor at Old Dominion University) launched NxtWave, a
doctoral program that involved a cohort of librarians from across the country. The goal of the
program was to develop individuals to serve as school library leaders at all levels. This program
will provide our profession with capable, connected leaders on a national level, and, for our NSLA
membership, on a state and local level, for years to come.
Dr. Pasco states on her biography page for UNO, “In terms of service, I try to live the words of
Marian Wright Edelman who reminds us that ‘Service is the rent we pay for being. It is the very
purpose of life, and not something you do in your spare time.’ I love libraries and all things they
provide for citizens in terms of accessible information and engaging spaces in which to live and
learn. Libraries have been a meaningful part of my life for 56 of my 61 years and I am forever
grateful of how they've supported my personal and professional journeys.”
Dr. Pasco, NSLA is also forever grateful for what you have done for school librarianship in
Nebraska and the country. We are honored to present you with the NSLA Distinguished Service
Award. Congratulations on this well-deserved award!
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NSLA 2016-2017 Board
President: Paula McClung, pmcclung@lps.org
President-elect: Angie Richeson, richesonac@unk.edu
Past-president: Laura Pietsch, laura.pietsch@ops.org
Secretary: Carole Matthews, carole.matthews1@gmail.com
Treasurer: Cynthia Stogdill, cynthia.stogdill@fpsmail.org
Members-at-large
Mary Roesler, marroesler@kearneycats.com

Kimmie Vogt, vogtteacher226@gmail.com

Crys Bauermeister, cbauermeister@gmail.com

Mandy Peterson,
mandy.peterson@schuylercommunityschools.
org

Contact Information:
Kim Gangwish
NSLA Executive Secretary
4905 Chennault St.
Papillion, NE 68133
Phone: (402) 554-3653
Email: contactnsla@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
www.neschoollibrarians.org
Twitter: @NSLAorg
Listserv:
https://groups.google.com/d/forum/nslalistserv

